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THE IMPORTANCE OF IMMUNIZATION. The week I am writing this, April 21-27, is
National Infant Immunization Week. The reason for wanting to mention this is because
immunization is the most powerful and cost-effective method for preventing many infectious
diseases among children.
Today, the number of preschool children properly immunized in the United States is at
an all-time high. In 1994, 75% of the nation's two-year olds received the recommended series
of four doses of diphtheria/tetanus/pertussis vaccine, three doses of polio vaccine, and one dose
of measles/mumps/rubella vaccine -- the highest levels ever recorded.
In addition, childhood vaccine-preventable diseases are now at record lows.. In 1995,
fewer children than ever before suffered from measles, mumps, rubella, diphtheria, tetanus,
polio, and a form of bacterial meningitis. These life-threatening diseases have declined 95
percent or more from their rates during the pre-vaccine era. In 1995, reported cases of measles
were the lowest since reporting began in 1912. About 300 cases were reported in 1995, down
69 percent from the 963 cases reported in 1994.
Even though these figures are impressive, there is still much work to do. We need to
realize that it is not only important this week, but every week of the year to increase awareness
of age-appropriate immunizations and to bring new partners into prevention efforts to protect our
nation's children.
The areas currently being focused on are the following: 1.) improving immunization
services for needy families, especially in public health clinics; 2.) reducing vaccine costs for
lower-income and uninsured families, especially for vaccines provided in private physician
offices; 3.) improving systems for monitoring diseases and vaccinations; and 4.) improving
vaccines and vaccine use.
It's impossible to stress strongly enough how important it is to spread the immunization
message. The end goal, though, of increasing the infant immunization rate and thereby reducing
childhood infectious diseases is worth all the effort.
# # #
CIA UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLAR PROGRAM. High school students in their Junior or
Senior year of school regularly contact me about various issues and concerns. Often they want
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to know if I might be aware of any programs which they might be interested in applying to in
order to pursue their higher education goals.
It's always good to be able to share such information, and if you're a student planning
to enroll in a four-or-five-year college program majoring in computer science, engineering,
economies, foreign languages (non-romance), or foreign area studies then the Central
Intelligence Agency might have a special program and career position for you.
The Undergraduate Scholar Program was developed particularly to assist minority and
disabled students. It offers the opportunity to work at the forefront of our nation's foreign
intelligence effort. You will be given meaningful work that relates to your college major.
For example, a computer major will have increasingly more complex jobs involving
sophisticated computer systems. A foreign area studies major might help to produce reports for
the President and senior government advisors. An engineering major might help to produce
state-of-the-art equipment, monitor research or production contracts, or analyze the technical
developments in a foreign country.
Scholars selected for the program are provided a yearly salary and up to $15,000 per
school year for tuition, fees, books and supplies. They work each summer at an Agency
facility. All Scholars are required to maintain full-time college status and a minimum cumulative
2.75/4.0 GPA. All must work with the Agency after college graduation for a period of 1 112
times the length of their college training. For the summer work periods, the Agency pays the
cost of transportation betWeen school and the Washington, DC area, and provides a housing
allowance.
The Agency is looking for high SChool seniors who meet all of these requirements:
• US citizen
• 18 years of age by 1 Mayor Senior year
• 1000 SAT/21 ACT scores or higher
• 2.75/4.0 scale high school GPA or higher
• Financial need for tuition assistance
• Meet the same employment standards as permanent employees
If you believe you are eligible for the program and wish to apply, send a cover letter,
a resume, a copy of your high school transcript, and your SAT or ACT scores to this address:
CIA Employment Center, POBox 12727, Arlington, VA 22209-8727. It is too late to submit
an application for the 1996-1997 academic year. However, applications for the 1997-1998
academic year will be accepted from September 1 through 1 December 1996.
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